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strengthen his own argument Every character m
history or fiction supports this thesis, and probably
we cannot give a better training in nght reasoning than
by letting children work out the arguments in favour
of this or that conclusion

Thus, Macbeth, a great general, returns after a brilliant
victory, head and heart are inflated, what can he not
achieve ? Could he not govern a country as well as
rule an army ? Reason unfolds the steps by which he
might do great things, great things, ay, but are they
lawful, these possible exploits ' And then in the nick
of time he comes across the ' weird Sisters,' as we are
all apt to take refuge in fatalism when conscience no
longer supports us He shall be Thane of Cawdor, and,
behold, confirmation arrives on the spot He shall also
be king Well, if this is decreed, what can he do ' He
is no longer a free agent And a score of valid argu-
ments unfold themselves showing how Scotland, the
world, his wife, himself, would be enhanced, would
flounsh and be blessed if he had the opportunity to do
what was in him Opportunity? The thing was
decreed! It rested with him to find the means, the tools
He was not without imagination, had a poetic mind and
shrank before the horrors he vaguely foresaw But
reason came to his aid and step by step the whole bloody
tragedy was wrought out before his prescient mind
When we first meet with Macbeth he is rich in honours,
troops of friends, the generous confidence of his king
The change is sudden and complete, and, we may
believe, reason justified him at every point But reason
did not begin it The will played upon by ambition
had already admitted the notion of towering greatness
or ever the ' weird Sisters' gave shape to his desire
Had it not been for this countenance afforded by the
will, the forecasts of fate would have influenced his
conduct no more then they did that of Banquo